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" ““Where the devil did he come from; who the devil he i is; where the dev11 is

" shall treat of the topie of Free. Masonry vndef the follomng subdlvmo

ORATION.

Most Worsthful Grand Master and Brethren of the M W G’mnd '
State of Louisiana:

Some. years ago when I introduced a’ resolution in the Grrand Lodge

for the  annual appointment of a Grand Orator, whose duty it should be to .

deliver a prepared address. at each session of the Grand Lodge, it was not
done with the view of falling vietim of my own 1esolut10n Its object and

purpose was, that on these special occasions when there should be a Tepre-:

sentative attendance from the Constituent Lodges of ‘the State, that.a pro-:

pitious time was at hand when. somethmg should be sa.ld for the edlﬁcatlo

and profit of the Craft.

* I desire.to tender my thanks to the Grand Master for the dlstmgmshed” L

honor, and to assure you that I sincerely hope that T may be able to say
somethmg in harmony w1th the spirit of the resolution. g

I once heard of a prea,cher who_selected for his text that verse from )

the first epistle of Peter, as follows: ‘‘The devil goes about as a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour.’’ The preacher said: ¢‘My b1ethren,
the foregoing text naturally divides itself into the followmg subdivisions:

he going to, and what the devil is he roarmg about.’’

Now I shall not make this precise. classification of my su'b;ject but

‘Whenee comes Masonry$? Wha,t is Masonry? What is the m1ss1on ot‘
Masonry?

'WHDNOE COMES MASONRY 2

If T was able to answer the propos1t10n whenee  comes tlns venerab]e
institution, I am sure you would set me down as onme of.thé. xiost.
scholars of the age. I have given much thought and study : to_ this impo
tant topie, and am firmly convineed that no maz ean with absolut
point his finger to the time or place when its prmelples Were ﬁrst ropa
gated among the children of men. :

Some historians claim it is coeval with society, that ever ;
morning stars sang- together, and the bright Aurora faded- lnto the ‘bril--
liant splendor of the first day, and the great Creator with omm otent °
power sald, “‘Let there be light,”’ tlns Order has been in ex1stence
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